
Bats:R Throws:l HT:6'5" WT:225
Born:November11,1976 Hometown:RoyalOak,Michigan
Family:wife,Oanielle(marriedonFebruary17,2001)
MajorleagueDebut:MayII, 2000withFlorida

Growingup, I knewaboutJesusChristin myheadbutmyself-
centeredattitudesandbeliefskeptmefromacceptingHimintomy
heartandlife. EvenwhenI beganto experiencesuccessonthe
baseballfield,mylifewaslonelyandempty.I fellasthoughmy
prioritiesweremoreimportantthatwhatthelord'sprioritywasfor
me.

I signedmyfirstprofessionalbaseballcontractinthewinterof1997.
MyfirstminorleaguestopwasHonolulu,Hawaii.WhileHawaiiis
paradiseformany,it wasn'tforme.Beingthatfarawayfromhome
for thefirst time,mylonelinessandemptinessintensified.The
beautyofGod'screationinHawaiibegantobeadailyreminderthat
therewassomethingandsomeonebiggerthanmethatwasmissing
in mylife. Duringa Biblestudyin thestandsat theUniversityof
Hawaii,I realizedwhatwasmisslOginmylife. I openedupmyheart
andreceivedJesusChristasmySaviorandlord. I'veneverlooked
backsince.

Asa Christian,nowmylifehasmeaningandpurpose.I wakeup
everydaywiththeconfidenceandfaiththatI haveasolidgroundto
walkon. JesusChristis mybackbone,notmycrutch.Duringmy
career,I havefacedtwomajorarmsurgeriesanda lotofphysical
therapy.ByGod'sgrace,I havemadeit backto themajorleagues
andpitchedinaWorldSeries.WhetherI amexperiencingtriarsor
triumphs,IamnolongeraloneasIgothroughlifewithJesusChrist.

"Bulblessedis IhemanwhoIruslsin IheLordandwhose
conlidenceis inHim."

Jeremiah17:7


